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COMPLETE SPEOFICAnON 
A Telephone Handset Shoulder Support 



I, Lyle Hartford Van Dyke, a Citizen 
<^ the United States of America, of 628 B. 
Bumside, City of Portland, County of Mnlt- 
nomaha State of Oregon, United States of 

5 America, do hereby declare the invention, 
for whidi I pray that a patent may be granted 
to me, and the method by which it is to be 
performed, to be particularly described in 
and by the following statement: — 

10 This invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in telephone handset shoulder 
supports, as used for supporting a tel^hone 
handset on the user's Moulder. 

One object of the invention is to provide 
15 an improved support for a telephone handset 
which can be readily converted for resting on 
ei^er shoulder and use with either ear. 

According to one a^ct of the invention a 
telephone handset shoulder support compnises 

20 two cooperating parts, namely a shoulder rest, 
and a support member provided with releas- 
able means for attachment to a telephone 
handset to hold the handset canted inwarxls 
^towards the head of a user, the support men^ 

25 ber also having a projection ezt^ding later- 
ally to engage the hollow of the shoulder of 
a user of the telephone, and including means 
for selectively locating the two parts in two 
positions of angular adjustment so that the 

30 complete support can be adapted for use 
selectively on either shoulder, in each case 
witb the proj«:tion extending towards the 
user's neck, and the handset canted towards 
the user's head. 

35 The invention may be performed in vari- 
ous ways and one specific embodiment with 
several modifications thereto wiU now be des- 
cribed with referoice to the accoinpanying 
drawings, in which: — 

40 Pigure 1 is a perspective view of a sup- 
port, ccKistructed in accordance with the in- 
vention, mounted on a telephone handset; 
Figure 2 is an enlarged, eid elevational 
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view, partly in section, of the supptn^t and a 
portion of the handset; 45 

Figure 3 is a side elevational view, partly 
in section and taken on the line 3 — ^3 of 
Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view, taken on 
the Ime 4—4 of Figure 3; 50 

Figure 5 is an e^qjloded, perspective view 
of a portion of the support, showmg the con- 
nection between its shoulder rest and attachr- 
ment member. 

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view, similar 55 
to Figure 3, showing a modified connection 
between the member and rest, 

Figiffe 7 is a view, similar to Figure 6i, 
showing another modified connection, and 

Figure 8 is an exploded perspective view 60 
showing the detachable connection of the 
strap to one of the jaws of the socket. 

In the drawing, she numeral 10 designates 
a support for a conventional telephone hand- 
set 11 having the usual handle 12. The ^5 
support 10 includes a body or support mem- 
ber 13 for attachment to the handle 12 of 
the handset 11 and a shoulder rest 14 ^rfiich 
is in the form of an arced or curved cradle 
member having legs 15 and 16 for overlying 70 
the front and back portions of the shoulder 
of a user. Preferably, the attachment mem— 
ber 13 and shoulder rest 14 are formed of 
plasdc or other material capable of being 
molded. A coextensive pad 17, of soft nib- 75 
ber or other suitable cushioning mtateiial, 
overlies and is secured to the inner, curved 
surface of the shoulder rest between lon^- 
tudinal, marginal flanges or ribs 18. For 
connecting liie rest 14 to the attachment 80 
member 13, a flat, rectangular boss or oblong 
projection 19 is formed on the outer surface 
of said rest intermediate its ends and more 
closely adjacent its front leg 15. The boss 
19 is of greater length than width and has 85 
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upright end surfaces or shoulders 20 per- end sur&ce of the boss adjacent the shoulder 

pendicular to its outer or upper flat surface 26. 

and in alignmCTt or substantially flush with Due to the flush engagement between the 

the outer surfoces of the ribs 18 figures shoulder 26 and one of the end surfaces 20 

5 3 — ^5) which are perpendicular to die outer, of the boss 19, only one of the pins 28 is re- 70 

curved surface of the rest. One surface 20; quired to hold the member 13 and rest 14 

togedier with the said outer fiat surface, con- against relative movement and one of said 

stitute the pair of inclined sinfaces on the pins may be eliminated as shown in the 

shoulder rest, as referred to above. The modificatioa of Figure 7. Of course both 

10 other surface 20 constitutes the third surface, recesses 24 are necessary to permit reversal 75 

The said outer flat surface also constitutes one of the i&t. As shown by the numerals 23' 

of the nuHin abutting surfaces referred to. An and 24^ in the modification of Figure 6, the 

evening 21 extends transversely through the r-ecesses may be formed in the attachment 

medial portion of the boss and rest for receiv- membsr 13^ for receiving the protuberance 

15 ing fastening means comprising a screw 22 27* and pins 2S* which proiect from the outer 80 

and the outer portion of the opening is en- curved surface of the shoulder rest 14'. In 

larged in diameter to provide a cylindrical this modification the boss 19 is omitted and 

recess or sodcet 23 ORgure 5). A cylindrical the coacting shoulder 25* of the membsr 13^ 

recess or socket 24, of smafier diameter and is increased in thichness to provide sufScient 

20 greater depth than the recess 23, is formed material for the formation of the recesses. 85 

in each end portion of the boss 19 medially As shown by the numeral 26', the shorter 

between said recess 23 and each end surface shoulder is reduced in height and is adapted 

20. The recesses are tapered and have dieir to bear against either one of the longitudinal 

axes disposed in a common plane extending margins and ribs IS^ of the rest which func- 

25 longitudinally of the boss. tion in the same manner as the end surfaces 90 
• ' For ooacung with the boss 19, a pair of 20 of the omitted boss 19. With the ex- 
flat surfaces or shoulders 25 and 26 are ception cf the foregoing, the member 13* and 
formed on a margin of the attachment or sup- rest 14* may be identical to the membsr 13 
port member 13 and extend at a right an^e and rest 14. 

30 to each other. These surfaces constitute For adjustable, damping engagement with 95 
the second pair of inclined surfaces on the the handle 12 of the telephone handset 11, 
support member. The longer shoulder 25 is the supporj or attachment member includes 
complementaiy to the outer, flat surface of an oj en-ended socket or saddle 32 formed by 
the boss and has a projection or protuberance a pair of coacting, spaced elements or jaws 
. 35 27 and elements or pins 23 complementary to 33 and 34 v/hich extend at an acute angle to 100 
and adapted to engage vnthin the recesses 23 the shoulder 25 (Figure 3), The jaws 33 
and 24 of die boss. These projections and and 34 are substantially parallel and have 
recesses constitute the locating means. An . their outer ends terininating in inwardly- 
axial opening 29 extends through the pro- directed, opposed projections or lips 35 and 

40 tuberance 27 and its shoulder for receiving 36. . An arcuate bottom of curved bight 105 

die screw 22 and permitting connection there- portion 37 is provided at the inner end of 

of to a nut" 30 disposed witiiin a recess or the saddle 32 between the jaws and is oon- 

slot 31 extending transversely of and com- nected to each jav/ by an arch portion 38 

mtinicating with the inner end of the open- which has reverse curves and a transverse 

45 ing ^gure 3). The shorter shoulder 26 shoulder 39 adjacent the bight portion. The HO 

extends outvTardly from tiie inner end of the handset handle 12 is adapted to be confined 

shoulder 25 for flush engagement by one of in the saddle in engagement with the projec- 

the end surfaces 20 of tiie boss (Figure 4X tions 35 and 36 and bight portion 37. The 

being of slightiy greater heigjit so as to pro- configuration of the saddle is adapted to 

50 ject beyond said boss. The sockets 23 and accommodate handles of different contours. H5 

24, protuberance 27 and pins 28 coact to For example, as shown by the broken lines 

hold the rest 14 positively against movement 40, the handle may be substantially rectangu- 

" relative to the manber 13 v/hen the screw lar in cross-section and be engaged by the 

22 is in ti^t engagement with the nut 30. arch portions 38 and parallel portions of the 

55 Since the recesses, protuberance and pins are jaws as well as the projections. 120 

spaced equally frcmi one another and the The jaw 33 forms a portion of the margin 

ends of tiie boss 19 and shoulder 25 and of the member 13 and is relatively thin so as 

have liieir axes alined, the rest is reversible to be more flexible or resilient than the jaw 

relative to the attachment member to permit 34 which is disposed within said member 

60 positioning of- the support upon either and extends inwardly from its margin (Figure 125 

shoulder for use witii «ther ear. Upon 3). A substantially triangular arm or exten- 

loosening of the screw, the rest and member sion 41 of the membsr is disposed between 

may be separated sufficiendy to withdraw the the shoulder 26 and the ,jaw 34 and has a 

pins 28 from the recesses 24 whereby said mnrgin 42 extending at an obtuse angle to 

65 rest may be turned 180"* to dispose the outer said jaw from its projection 35. The arm 130 



41 pn^ects beyond the shoulder 26, texmin- 
adng in an apex 43 which is connected to 
said shoulder a stepnped margin 44 having 
pordons extending paiaOel to the shoulder 26. 
S As shown mo^ dearly in Figures 1 and 2, the 
arm projects transversely of the legs 15 and 
16 of the rest 14 and is adajtfed to coact 
therewith to provide a three-point stqspoit. 
Due to its pfojecdonj the arm engages the 
10 hoUow of a user's shoulder when the rest legs 
are engaged with the front and back <^ the 
rfioulder. 

For coacting with the saddle 32 to confine 
the handle of a telephone handset therein^ a 

15 band or strap 45j of spring steel or other 
flexible material, overlies the outer ends of 
the jaws 33 and 34 so as to dose the outer 
end of said saddle. As shown most clearly 
in Figure 8, an opening 46 is formed in one 

20 end of a ^trap 45 for engagement with a hxsdk 
element or projection 47 on the outer sur- 
face of the jaw 33. The strap extends 
beyond the other jaw 34 throng a longi- 
tudinal groove or recess 4S in the margin 42 

25 of the aim 41 and has its opposite end 49 
apertured and bent inwardly upon itsdf at a 
right angle. An dongated oi>ening or slot 
50 is formed in the aim in parallel relation 
to the shoulder 26 and has its inner end 

30 communicating widi Uie inner end of the 
grove 48 for receiving the strap 45 with its 
apeitured ^d 49 extending transversely of 
the slot. The strap end is movably confined 
by an underlying nut 51 upon a screw 52 

35 which projects inwardly through the arm 
margm 44 into the slot 50 to permit the strap 
to be loosened and tightened. The inner 
end of the screw 52 bears against the bottom 
of the slot wherd>y the strap end 49 and nut 

40 51 are moved longitudinally of said slot upon 
rotation of said screw. Since the jaw 33 is 
flejcSile, it is pulled inwardly toward die jaw 
34 when the strap 45 is tightened by out- 
ward movement of the nut 51. As shown 

45 by the numeral 53, the attachment member 
is of recessed construction to lighten its 
weight and reduce the amount of required 
materiaL 

In order to mount the support 10 tzpon a 

50 telephone handset^ the screw 52 is rotated 
to nwe ^e nut 51 inwardly of the dot 50 
and loosen the strap 45 suffidendy to permit 
disengagement of its opening 46 frcmx the 
hook 47. The handle 12 of die handset 11 

55 is positioned within the saddle 32 ui the 
attacVripnt member 13 and the strap is re- 
engaged with the hook in overlying relation 
to said handle. Upon rotation of die screw, 
the strap is ti^tened to damp the handle in 

60 die saddle and urge the flexible jaw 33 to- 
ward the jaw 34. The shoulder rest 14 is 
disposed with its firont leg 15 extending to- 
ward the transnutter end of the handset^ the 
illustrated position being for use with the 

65 right ear and shoulder. For converting the 



support for use with the left ear and shoulder, 
the member and rest are reversed so as to 
extend in the opposite direction relative to 
the handset. It is only necessary to loosen 
the strap 45 in order to permit reversing or 70 
inverting of the attadxment member and one 
end of said stscap remains fastened to sajd 
miember dunng the manipulation of the sup- 
port. Since it is designed to fit the shoul- 
der, the rest 14 must be reversed when the 75 
support is converted for use with the left 
ear and shoulder. As e^lained, the screw 
22 is loosened to penmit suf&dent separation 
of die boss 19 from the shoulder 25 for the 
withdrawal of the pins 28 from the recesses 80 
24, The rest is turned 180° relative to the 
member to position the outer end siuface 20 
of the boss contiguous the shoulder 26 for 
engagement therewith. Upon tigfhtening of 
the screw, the support is ready for use. It 85 
is noted^ that the configuration of the saddle 
32 and its flexible j[aw 33 permits adjustment 
of the support longitudin^y of the handset 
so that said handset may be comfortably posi- 
tioned in proper relation to the ear and mouth 90 
<^ the user. 

WHAT I CLAIM IS: — 

1. A tdephone handset shoulder support, 
comprising two cooperating parts, namely s 
shoulder rest, and a support rnember pro- 95 
vided with releasable means for attachment to 

a tdephone handset to hold the handset 
canted inwards towards the head of a user, 
the support member also having a projection 
extending laterally to engage the bolfiyw of the 100 
shoulder of a user of the telephone, and in- 
cluding means for selectively locating the 
two parts in two positions of angular adjust- 
ment so that die complete support can be 
adapted for use selectivdy on either shoulder, 105 
in each case with the projection extending 
towards the user's neck, and the handset 
canted towards the user^s head. 

2. A telephone handset shoulder support 

as daimed in Qaim 1 in whidi the shouldar 110 
rest is formed with a pair of surfaces inclined 
to one another, and the support member has 
a pair of correspondingly inclined surfaces to 
cooperate with the surfaces on the shoulder 
rest, one of the two main cooperating parts 115 
being provided with a third surface coonple- 
mentary to and in opposed rdation to one 
of the pair of inclined surfaces on dxe said 
part, the third surface being similarly in- 
clined rdative to the adjacent surface o£ the 120 
pair of inclined surfaces on the same part, 
as che said adjacent surfaces is inclined 
to the other of the said pair of inclined sur- 
faces, and this third surface being engaged 
by one of the surfaces on the other part when 125 
the parrs are moved into one cif two relative 
angular positions, and including adjustable 
fastening means extending between and con- 
nected to the shoulder rest and the support 
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memifaer to damp die two parts sdccthrely in 
eitbcr of the two positions. 

3. A telephone siipport as claimed in Claim 
2 in which one of the two inclined suzfax^es 

5 on one <^ the parts is formed on the flank 
of a shoulder projecting from this part, and 
the oier part (which has the riiree surfaces) 
is formed with two alternative surfaces for 
engagement with this flank, and a main abut- 

10 dng siuface which engages a corresponding 
trtain abutting surface on the first part in 
bojh of the two positions. 

4. A telephone support as claimed in any 
of ihe preceding claims, in which, when the 

15 adjustiag means is released or loosened, the 
two parts can rotate relative to one another, 
about an axis passing through each of the 
parts. 

5. A telephone support as claimed in Claim 
20 4, in ^^ch the axis of rotation passes 

^ough one of the pair of inclined simaces 
on each part. 

6. A telephone support as claimed in any 
of the preceding claims, in which the fasten- 

25 ing means extends througji one of the pair 
<rf inclined surfaces on each part. 

7. A telephone support as daimed in Claim 
5, indudmg locating means extending 
approximatdy parallel to the fastening means, 

SO to locate tiie two surfaces through which the 
fastening means passes against lateral displace- 



ment, and thereby hold the second surfaces of 
each pair in engagement. 

A tdephone support as daimed in Claim 

7, in which the locating means comprises a 35 
l^ojection on one part and a cooperating 
recess on the other part to receive me pro- 
jaction and engage the flanks thereof. 

9. A telephone support as claimed in Claim 

8, in which a second cooperating recess is 40 
formed on the other part laterally spaced 
from the firscr^ress to recdve the projection 
when the parts are moved frogt one rdative 
position to the other. 

10. A tdephone support as claimed in any 45 
of die preceding daims, in which one sur- 
face of the pair of inclined surfaces on one 
part engages with and abuts against the same 
surface of the pair of surfaces on the other 
part, in both positions of the parts, and these SO 
two enga^g surfaces are of oWong or elon- 
gated profile. 

11. A tdephone shoulder support indud- 
ing a reversible connection between a shoul- 
der rest and a support member substantially S5 
as described with reference to the accompany- 
ing drawings. 

For the Applicant; 
LLOYD WISE, BOULY & HAIG, 
10, New Court, Lincohi's Inn, 
London, W.C.2, 
Chartered Patent Agents. 
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